	[image: image1.jpg]



	[image: image1.jpg]         HAMILTON HINDU SAMAJ         NEWSLETTER

 December 2009
Phone: (905)-679-6935
                                     


[image: image2.jpg]









PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 Another successful year has gone by in the History of our temple.  With the help of all of you we have had many successful events; most significantly we had the privilege of Swami Satyamitranandgiriji visiting our temple.  Swamiji’s visit was spiritually and financially rewarding for our community.  I wish to thank Mrs. Nunnumani and Mr. Naresh Singh for all their efforts to make this possible. Mrs. & Mr. Singh have been instrumental in arranging and coordinating all the major events and fund raising efforts this year and our community should be grateful to them.  I could not have been successful as a president without their help.

I urge each and every one of you to get involved in any way you can to help run our temple.  We have to unite our community and make everyone welcome at our temple no matter which part of the world they come from or what language they speak.  This is very important if the temple has to sustain itself in the long run.  

I encourage each and every one of you to provide any feed back or suggestions to me directly at 

(905)-730- 5760. Without the input from the community we cannot run our temple efficiently.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our different levels of donors, whose generous contributions have been vital for the day to day operations of our temple. Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow Board Members and the various volunteers who help in the day to day functions of our temple, Mr. Rajkumar Gupta, Dr. Mani Subramanian and Mr. Narinder Passi to name a few.
Nithy Ananth
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

The temple has served as the focus of religious activities for all devotees. Weekly Poojas include regular Sunday worship in the Mandir followed by Priti Bhoj. Yagya and havans were performed by our temple priests on a regular basis.  Balaji & Navgraha pooja  is held  every Saturday morning. Goddess Kali Pooja is performed once a month. Ganesh Pooja is performed every Friday evening. Satya Narayan Katha continues every Purnima day. Other poojas include     Ganesh Chaturthi Pooja, Bhagwat Katha Week- by Akhilji Maharaj of Vrindavan India, Janmashtami celebration, Navratri Celebration- Mata Ki Chowkis through out Navratri, Garba evening, Baba Balak Nath Pooja, Diwali Pooja, Bhagwat Katha Week. In addition several Mata Ki Chowkis were arranged by special request by our Samaj members. Ganeshyag Pariwar from Toronto performed their special Pooja in the Spring. Tulsi Vivah was celebrated in collaboration with the Sanatan Mandir. All poojas very well attended by devotees.  In addition, regular services such as Mundan, Ayudh and Vahan Pooja are  performed. Every Wednesday Sathya Sai Bhajan is held. 

 
The new initiative taken by the board for the benefit of our youth & young kids, is a pravachan in English on 2nd last Sunday of every month. We would like our samaj members to encourage their kids to sing bhajans on that day. The Samaj will provide them English transcript of some easy & common Hindi bhajans. If enough kids show interest we will make arrangement to teach them how to sing the bhajans, by acharya Shuklaji. We can also project the bhajans on the screen via computer for everybody to read.
Our priests have accommodated all these requests and have performed poojas with great diligence. They also performed several  funeral services and obsequies (Shradda) on individual request. We thank Acharya M.P.Shukla and Pandit Shashi Bhushan Shatri for their services. Please call our priests at (905)-679-6935 for  any religious ceremony you wish to celebrate  with your family.  They are also available to visit your home/hospital to see any seriously ill patients.
 CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
 The Hindu Religion being the oldest in the world has given birth to civilization with its rich tradition and culture from thousands of years. This is mainly due to the traditions and cultural values being passed on from generation to generation by individual families and temple activities. The reality is that our younger generation need to learn traditions, culture and family values so that they can pass on to the next generation.    

We had a very successful year with so many festival celebrations and religious functions and other activities. We have celebrated Holi, Janam Ashtami and Diwali and so much more with all your help and with the participation of our community and our children.  I am extremely thankful to all the parents and children who worked so hard to make all the stage programs a success.  My special thanks to Naresh Singh uncle for helping me organize all the events. Please encourage our children to participate in different volunteer activities at our temple and attend all the functions at our temple so that they can learn our culture and be prepared to take over from our generation. I also thank our Respected Acharya ji, brother  Ajay Sharma  and Mrs.Monia Sharma and  everyone who helped me to conduct these stage programmes  and for practices .  We thank Dr.Deonarainji  who held Yoga classes every week.
FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

We thank all the Samaj members for their generous contributions to our Mandir. The Samaj had several major events in 2009 and the community has come together to make each one of them a success.  
 
In early 2010 we are planning to get the main prayer hall ceiling done and arrange suitable accommodation for Pundit Shashi Bhushan when his wife arrives. We will once again approach all of you to help us by donating generously.  
We also appeal to the community members to commit / renew their commitment for Temple operational expenses as Silver Donors ($365 per year), Gold Donor ($2,000 per year) or Platinum Donor ($5,000 per year).  
	                                                      REVENUE & EXPENSES
                       FROM MAY 2009 TO  NOVEMBER 2009

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	                                                   Month
	Donations
	Operational
Expenses
	Special Event or

Project 
	   Total
Expenses 

	
	
	       
	Expenses
	

	
	
	
	
	

	May
	$6,133.00
	$11,731.99
	
	$11,731.99

	June
	$49,680.28
	$13,502.51
	$10,964.37
	$24,466.88

	July
	$3,721.00
	$10,591.12
	$3,675.00
	$14,266.12

	August
	$20,661.20
	$10,734.64
	$2,400.00
	$13,134.64

	September
	$21,690.37
	$17,917.55
	$11,858.43
	$29,775.98

	October
	$10,137.25
	$10,609.87
	$5,952.73
	$16,562.60

	November
	$26,800.61
	$11,653.18
	$3,306.33
	$14,959.51

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Donations Received (May to Nov)
	$138,823.71
	$86,740.86
	$34,850.53
	$124,897.72

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Less Total Expenses (May to Nov)
	$124,897.72
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Gain (May to Nov)
	$13,925.99
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	


	Further Breakdown of Various Events:-
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Collection
	Expenses
	

	
	
	
	

	Collection from Swamijis Visit
	$39,500.00
	$9,600.00
	

	
	
	
	

	 Dakshina to Swamiji
	
	
	$3,000.00

	
	
	
	

	Collection for Janmastami  (both days)
	$5,200.00
	$700.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Ganesh Chathurthi
	$1,900.00
	$110.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Collection for Akhilji’s Bhagwat Katha
	$6,800.00
	$1,350.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Dakshina to Akhilji 
	
	
	$250.00

	
	
	
	

	Collection During  Navratra
	$7,300.00
	$2,100.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Collection During Diwali & Dinner & Dance
	$14,390.00
	$5,947.62
	

	
	
	
	

	Collection for Tulsi Vivah
	$10,500.00
	$1,600.00
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	$99,515.99
	$21,407.62
	


Matrimonial Column
It has been proposed that a matrimonial column be included in the Newsletter. Therefore, if you have younger generation who wish to be included in this column, please feel free to send your announcement to Dr.Hemant Gosain at his email address: hemantgosain@hotmail.com. Any member of the community who has not registered their email address, please call our priests at the phone number listed above.
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